Georgia and County Archivist Ned Irwin have worked together for a long time. Their association
began in 1994 at the Archives of Appalachia at East Tennessee State University (ETSU). Georgia was the
department’s secretary and Ned was the University Archivist until 2012, when he left to establish the
Washington County Archives. Following her retirement from ETSU after 25 years of service, Georgia
rejoined Ned as a volunteer at the county archives, beginning in November 2016.
Georgia Housewright was born in Hawkins County at her maternal grandmother’s log cabin, the
daughter of John Wiley Housewright and Ella Grace Holt. She graduated from Church Hill High School
and later Hiwassee College and ETSU. She married her high school classmate C. Andrew (Andy) Greer.
Andy became a Methodist minister riding circuit in the Holston Conference, serving churches in Virginia
and East Tennessee. Georgia assisted him in the many ways a pastor’s wife does. They have two
children, Dawn and Jeff. Andy passed away in 2011.
She loves to type, and this special ability has been an important contribution to the work of the
archives, as she types the many guides to collections as these sets of county records are processed.
These guides are posted on the archives’ website and are invaluable to researchers. “Without Georgia’s
guides, no one could find anything in the archives,” Irwin noted. Guides have been completed in the
past four years for marriage records, wills, Chancery Court, and numerous other court records. She is
currently typing guides for the judicial case files of County Court and Circuit Court.
When asked what she likes most about working in the archives, Georgia says “I enjoy entering
electronic documentation and seeing all of the names of people in the county, and meeting the people
who volunteer with me.” One of the most interesting things she found working here was the marriage
record of her paternal grandfather to his first wife and also the marriage record of her aunt’s husband’s
first wife. These were things she had not known before.
Georgia is an active member of the ETSU Chapter of the Tennessee State Employees Association
and the ETSU Retirees Association. She enjoys crocheting, quilting, sewing, typing, reading, working
puzzles, and genealogy. She maintains a database of over 6,000 names in her family research and with
two cousins wrote a book on the Housewright family history.

